Prospect Park Zoo

Volunteer Zoo Docent Application

Date ___________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

City _________________________ State ___________ Zip _______________________

Telephone

Home ________________________ Work _____________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Education:

High School __________________ Graduation Date _____________________________

Undergraduate College ____________________________________________________

Degree Earned ________________ Major _____________________________________

Class Year ______________________________________________________________

Certificates Earned ________________________________________________________

Graduate Study __________________________________________________________

Degree Earned ________________ Area of Study _______________________________

Current Employment: 
Employer ______________________________________________________________

Position _______________________________________________________________

Type of business ________________________________________________________

Please note past and present Volunteer Work __________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

 Are you fluent in another language? Please specify ______________________________

Interests? _______________________________________________________________

Have you ever worked/volunteered for another site of the Wildlife Conservation Society?

If so, where and when? ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Why do you want to become a Prospect Park Zoo Docent? ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

What do you think is the role that the Prospect Park Zoo plays in this neighborhood and how do you think you can contribute to it?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Who /What encouraged you to apply for this volunteer position? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________

What is your availability during a typical week? ________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

References:

Name 



Position



Phone Number

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Please enclose a copy of your resume. 

Dear Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in the Prospect Park Zoo Docent program. We are very excited about this year’s zoo docent program, as the Zoo Education department has begun a transformation that will contribute immensely to the overall enhancement of the Zoo visitor experience. Please read the following information pertaining to this volunteer opportunity, as it is pertinent to understand the level of commitment that we are asking for from our new Zoo Docents.

Zoo Docent training sessions are held on Sundays from 11-3 beginning on October 9, 2005. During holiday week there will not be a training session. Volunteers are permitted to miss a maximum of two out of the ten training sessions. Failure to attend the sessions will not effectively prepare you for Zoo Docent duties and therefore you will not graduate with your fellow volunteers. Since you are inquiring about this opportunity a couple seasons before training begins, you have the opportunity to begin volunteering at the zoo and then discussing with me at a further date your plans to begin docent training.

If accepted into the Zoo Docent program, docents are expected to volunteer a minimum of 100 hours per year. Volunteer shifts are mornings and afternoons throughout the week. Duties of a Zoo Docent include giving guided tours, using touchable materials to interpret the exhibits, helping out during occasional special event weekends, and keeping up-to-date on current scientific information related to our zoo animals. PPZ staff will provide this information to you. In addition, all Zoo Docents are required to attend a minimum of 15 hours of continuing education programs. These include attending free lectures, visiting other zoos or nature centers, etc. PPZ staff will keep you informed about various opportunities in the area.

If you have any questions related to this program, feel free to contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in the Zoo Docent Program.

Sincerely,

Karen Tingley

Curator of Education

Prospect Park Zoo

450 Flatbush Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11225

718-399-7322

ktingley@wcs.org

